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Typical Design Flow
Figure 3–1 shows a typical design flow with the Quartus II software.

Device Support
The Quartus II software supports most of the devices supported in the MAX+PLUS II 
software, but it does not support any obsolete devices or packages. The devices 
supported by these two software packages are shown in Table 3–1.

Figure 3–1. Quartus II Software Design Flow
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Table 3–1. Device Support Comparison (Part 1 of 2)

Device Supported Quartus II MAX+PLUS II

Arria® GX v —

Stratix® Series v —

Cyclone® Series v —

HardCopy® Series v —

MAX® II v —

Classic™ — v

MAX 3000A v v

MAX 7000S/AE/B v v

MAX 7000E — v
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Quartus II GUI Overview
The Quartus II software provides the following utility windows to assist in the 
development of your designs:

■ Project Navigator

■ Node Finder

■ Tcl Console

■ Messages

■ Status 

■ Change Manager

Project Navigator
The Hierarchy tab of the Project Navigator window is similar to the MAX+PLUS II 
Hierarchy Display and provides additional information such as logic cell, register, 
and memory bit resource utilization. The Files and Design Units tabs of the Project 
Navigator window provide a list of project files and design units.

Node Finder
The Node Finder window provides the equivalent functionality of the MAX+PLUS II 
Search Node Database dialog box and allows you to find and use any node name 
stored in the project database.

MAX 9000 — v

ACEX® 1K v v

FLEX® 6000 v v

FLEX 8000 — v

FLEX 10K  v (1) v

FLEX 10KA v v

FLEX 10KE  v (2) v

 APEX™ II v —

APEX 20K v —

Notes to Table 3–1:

(1) PGA packages (represented as package type G in the ordering code) are not supported in the Quartus II software.
(2) Some packages are not supported.

Table 3–1. Device Support Comparison (Part 2 of 2)

Device Supported Quartus II MAX+PLUS II
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Tcl Console
The Tcl Console window allows access to the Quartus II Tcl shell from within the GUI. 
You can use the Tcl Console window to enter Tcl commands and source Tcl scripts to 
make assignments, perform customized timing analysis, view information about 
devices, or fully automate and customize the way you run all components of the 
Quartus II software. There is no equivalent functionality in the MAX+PLUS II 
software.

f For more information about using Tcl with the Quartus II software, refer to the Tcl 
Scripting chapter in volume 2 of the Quartus II Handbook. 

Messages
The Messages window is similar to the Message Processor window in the 
MAX+PLUS II software, providing detailed information, warnings, and error 
messages.You also can use it to locate a node from a message to various windows in 
the Quartus II software.

Status
The Status window displays information similar to the MAX+PLUS II Compiler 
window. Progress and elapsed time are shown for each stage of the compilation.

Change Manager
The Change Manager provides detailed tracking information about all design changes 
made with the Chip Planner.

f For more information about the Engineering Change Manager and the Chip Editor, 
refer to the Engineering Change Management with the Chip Planner chapter in volume 2 
of the Quartus II Handbook. 

Figure 3–2 shows a typical Quartus II software display.
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Setting Up MAX+PLUS II Look and Feel in the Quartus II Software
You can choose the MAX+PLUS II look and feel by selecting MAX+PLUS II in the 
Look & Feel box of the General tab of the Customize dialog box on the Tools menu. 

1 Any changes to the look and feel do not become effective until you restart the 
Quartus II software.

By default, when you select the MAX+PLUS II look and feel, the MAX+PLUS II quick 
menu appears on the left side of the menu bar. You can turn the Quartus II and 
MAX+PLUS II quick menus on or off. You also can change the preferred positions of 
the two quick menus. To change these options, perform the following steps:

1. On the Tools menu, click Customize. The Customize dialog box appears.

2. Click the General tab.

3. Under Quick menus, select your preferred options.

MAX+PLUS II Look and Feel
The MAX+PLUS II look and feel in the Quartus II software closely resembles the 
MAX+PLUS II software. Figure 3–3 and 3–6 compare the MAX+PLUS II software 
appearance with the Quartus II MAX+PLUS II look and feel.

Figure 3–2. Quartus II Look and Feel
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Figure 3–3. MAX+PLUS II Software GUI 

Figure 3–4. Quartus II Software with MAX+PLUS II Look and Feel
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